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Virginia's Latest Unemployment Insurance Weekly Initial Claims at 2,490;
Continued Claims at 21,457

RICHMOND— Virginia Works announced today that 2,490 unemployment insurance weekly initial claims were filed
during the week ending July 26, 2025, which is 4.2 percent lower than last week's 2,600 claims and 7.2 percent lower
than the comparable week of last year (2,682). Nearly 80 percent of claimants self-reported an employer which
correlates to an associated industry. Based on this reporting, the top five industries (62 percent) were Professional,
Scientific, and Technical Services (363); Manufacturing (231); Administrative and Support and Waste Management
(225); Health Care and Social Assistance (220); and Retail Trade (194).

Continued weeks claims (21,457) were 0.7 percent higher than last week (21,308) and were 27.3 percent higher than
the comparable week of last year (16,858). Nearly 93 percent of claimants self-reported an employer which correlates
to an associated industry. Based on this reporting, the top five industries (62 percent) were Professional, Scientific, and
Technical Services (4,799); Administrative and Support and Waste Management (2,501); Health Care and Social
Assistance (1,964); Retail Trade (1,557); and Manufacturing (1,538).

Significant Layoffs and Announcements are available at the following websites:

WARN Notices | Virginia Works

Announcements | Virginia Economic Development Partnership
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Initial Claims — Comparison of Unemployment Insurance Activity

Week Ending Week Ending Week Ending Last Year
07/26/2025 07/19/2025 07/12/2025 07/27/2024
Initial Claims 2,490 2,600 3,446 2,682

Initial Change (%)

-110 (-4.2%)

-846 (-24.6%)

+609 (+21.5%)

-192 (-7.2%)

Continued Claims

21,457

21,308

21,060

16,858

Claims

Claims

Virginia Initial Claims by Week
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Virginia Continued Weeks Claimed as a Percentage of Total Workforce

A person who has already filed an initial claim and who has experienced a week of unemployment files a continued claim to
claim benefits for that week of unemployment. On a weekly basis, continued claims reflect a good approximation of the
current number of insured unemployed workers filing for Ul benefits, and are a good indicator of labor market conditions.
While continued claims are not a leading indicator, they provide confirming evidence of the direction of the economy.

The color-coded map below shows the distribution of this week’s continued claims in Virginia's counties and cities, expressed

as a percentage of each locality’s labor force. This approach provides a more meaningful comparison across areas by adjusting

for differences in labor force size. Yellow represents a lower percentage of continued claims relative to the labor force, while
progressively darker shades transitioning from yellow to green and dark green indicate higher percentages. The legend at the
bottom shows the color spectrum and its corresponding percentage ranges.

P ihester
e Loudoun
Warren Falls gy
Sunandosh oo w:‘in
Fauquier _ Manassas
‘Nappbanock Prince William
Page
Rockingham (s
Marrisonburg PR Statford
Highland
e Fredericabird oo George
Orange.
Spotsylvania
Agistton Westmoreland
Both Waynesboro e i Coraling:
Albemarle Losier B Ncwmond
mberland
: Fluvanna Accomack
Rockbridge
Alleghany Lexi Nelson Hanover Lancaster
Eavogts Buana Vista Goochland King Wil Qo
Middiesex
Amherst 2
Botetourt Suddugis - Powhatan L L
Craig Mathews
kg Cinetatic e Northampton
Sepommating Amelia ‘ AL ames ity
Buchanan —_— P Bedford  Hopeusi Wilombogy
Roanoke Colonial Heights
Compbol Prince Edward "*::.
Py Tazowell Bland - Rorpsdntd Nottoway ot e Newport Nows "
, Dinwiddie Hampton
Wise Charloste
Franklin
Norton Russell
: Wythe Floyd ey [iten Isle of Wight Norfolk
Smyth
Pittsyhvania
h
Lee Scott Washington Gorvell Halifax Brunswick o . mﬁrﬁnh Boacl
Gayson Galex Patrick it Meckienburg & o
I 1 | ’
0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Page 3 of 3



